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Grades are given dependant on such 
things as nutrient levels, pollutants, 
dissolved oxygen and turbidity and 
levels and type of aquatic life. 

Information collected is used to 
advise council and land managers 
on the effects of different land uses 
on our waterways, and evaluate 
the effectiveness of management 
strategies which have been 
implemented. Armed with this 
information local governments have 
invested significant sums to repair 
damage to our waterways including 
upgrades to wastewater treatment 
plants, stormwater management and 
restoration of riparian areas.

So how have we fared? The report 
card issued in October 2008 shows 
varied results. Our waterways are 
divided into areas. Of particular 
interest to Brisbane River dwellers 
are the Lower Brisbane Catchment, 
the Oxley Catchment, the Mid-
Brisbane Catchment and the Bremer 
Catchment. 

The results from the Western 
Catchment, which includes the 
Bremer Catchment where perhaps 
the most disturbing now being 
identified as contributing major 
diffuse source sediment and nutrient 
pollution which affects the Brisbane 
River and Moreton Bay. Dropping 
from a D- to an F, various factors 
contributed to its poor performance. 
The high rates of population growth 
including increasing numbers of 
‘lifestyle blocks’ in the Western 
corridor is placing increased pressure 
on our waterways. Adding to this 
is the significant industry, mining 
and commerce particularly around 
Ipswich and the lower river reaches. 

The Mid Brisbane Catchment is the 
star with an improvement in their 
report card from a B- to an A-. This 
catchment extends from the Wivenhoe 
dam wall to the Mt Crosby weir.  
Featuring some of the more intact 
regional riparian corridors in SEQ, 

WHAT DO THE GRADES MEAN? 

A     Excellent Conditions meet 
all set ecosystem health 

values; all key processes are 
functional and all critical habitats 
are in near pristine condition.

B Good Conditions meet all set 
ecosystem health values in 

most of the reporting region; most 
key processes are functional and 
most critical habitats are intact.

CFair Conditions meet some of 
the set ecosystem health values 

in most of the reporting region; some 
key processes are functional and 
some critical habitats are impacted.

DPoor Conditions are unlikely to 
meet ecosystem health values 

in most of the reporting region; many 
key processes are not functional and 
many critical habitats are impacted.

F Fail Conditions do not 
meet set ecosystem health 

values; most key processes are 
not functional and most critical 
habitats are severely impacted.

For more information please go to 
the Brisbane City Council website 
and search for catchment groups 
or call them on 3403 8888.

much of its banks are surrounded by 
Brisbane Forest Park. Likewise the 
Oxley Catchment has had significant 
improvement with a result of D up 
from an F. This is due to substantial 
investments in wastewater treatment 
plants which have led to the reduction 
of point source pollution. 

The lower Brisbane Catchment which 
takes in areas from Moggill to Bulimba 
Creek and on to Bramble Bay has 
had little significant improvement. 
This area is very urbanised with 
much of the riparian vegetation 
cleared. Accurate results have been 
hindered however, by the large 
volume of stormwater runoff during 
the 2008 storms causing high loads 
of sediment and nutrients flowing into 
the rivers and out to the Bay. 

As we continue to see positive signs 
of improvement in our waterways, 
along with council and local 
community bodies there are ways 
to get involved. Supported by the 
Brisbane City Council and Brisbane 
Forest Park, thirteen working groups 
have been established at a local level 
to coordinate tasks in sub-catchment 
areas. On a regular basis these groups 
meet to undertake rejuvenation 
projects along the creeks and river 
corridor. Private landholders are able 
to become involved, having a say in 
the replanting of native species and 
preservation of riverside areas. 



Some twenty years ago the riverside markets were created giving people a 
place to go before the advent of Sunday shopping. Situated on the north banks 
of the river in the financial centre of the CBD, they were a perfect outlet for 
artisans and manufacturers to show their wares and gain a reputation. Today 
they remain a thriving, bubbling hotspot on a Sunday morning.

Following closely on this popularity, the Southbank Lifestyle Market sprang to 
life. Offering something a little different, they became popular for their night time 
markets. With many colourful stalls and the added benefit of all the Southbank 
attractions, this is a fabulous location to enjoy the blazing city lights and on 
special occasions, a front row seat to the fireworks.

Ten years later, as public demand grew for fresh organic produce Jan Power, 
cook, journalist, public speaker and entrepreneur introduced the Brisbane 
Farmers Market. The Powerhouse Farmers Market located by the river in New 
Farm pride themselves on selling quality fruit, vegetables, meat, fish, poultry, 
bread and flowers. Local producers bring their wares to the market with a 
guarantee of absolute freshness. A wonderful experience, vendors are happy to 
have a chat and share their secrets. 

River market venues
Riverside Markets 
123 Eagle Street 
Sunday 8am to 4pm

Southbank Lifestyle Market 
Southbank Parklands 
Friday 5pm to 10pm 
Saturday 10am to 5pm 
Sunday 9am to 5pm

Powerhouse Farmers Markets 
119 Lamington Street, New Farm 
2nd and 4th Saturday  
6am till 12 noon

Green Flea Community Market  
Davies Park, West End 
Saturday 6am to 2pm

The Final Word 
The financial tsunami that had the 
Wall Street meltdown at it’s epicentre 
has passed through every economy 
on earth leaving significant economic 
debris in it’s wake, not least the 
countless fortunes and retirement 
nesteggs wiped out in the ensuing  
sharemarket collapse.

Just how long the recovery from the 
tsunami’s passing will be is uncertain. 
From a property perspective, whilst the 
carnage in housing markets overseas is 
very well publicised, overly so in many 
cases, equally well documented is the 
fact that both the US and UK housing 

markets had expanded well beyond 
their real levels of demand. The US 
crisis has been made worse by ‘Sup-
prime’, caused in large part  by the 
past introduction of US government 
policy directing a unilateral easing of 
credit requirements. 

Given we have an opposite reality 
here and now cheaper funding than 
we have seen for half a century, I 
am confident that we will soon see a 
return to the normal levels of growth 
for Brisbane’s residential property 
generally and for our prime riverfront 
market particularly. The river will 
always be a very limited commodity in 
an ever expanding, population-fuelled 
marketplace. 

DISCLAIMER Whilst all due care has been exercised in the compilation of this report, JOHNSTON DIXON cannot warrant the accuracy, reliability or timeliness of the information 
contained in the report and shall not be held liable for losses incurred from using any or part of the information. Any person or entity who uses any or part of the information 
contained in the report, does so with this clear understanding and acceptance. Other sources REIQ / RP Data / Brisbane City Council / EHMP/ Department of Public Works.
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Markets by the Water
Brisbane has had a long love affair with outdoor markets.

On the back of the Farmers Markets, 
the Green Flea Community Market 
on the banks of the river at West End 
has gained popularity. An eclectic 
mix of organic produce, bric a brac 
and pre-loved clothing offers a 
vibrant shopping experience under 
the enormous fig trees. Children 
laugh and play whilst their parents 
enjoy a great coffee and exotic food 
from all over the world. Buskers add 
entertainment and atmosphere to the 
already rich environment.


